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Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

As to claim 3, it appears that "A television system according to claim wherein" 
should be changed to - A television system according to claim 2 wherein --. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) 
shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Magura etal. (US 6111614). 

As to claim 1 : 

• The claimed "display screen and a broadcast data receiver for the reception of 
data broadcast from a broadcaster at a remote location" is met by "The system 
has an antenna 3, an integrated receiver/decoder 2 (IRD), a remote controller 5, 
and a monitor 4" (column 4, lines 14-25) and "FIG. 13 illustrates one 
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embodiment of a display of an electronic program guide 1301 with the program 
broadcast 1310 on a screen 1320. The electronic program guide 1301 includes 
the broadcast channel number 1330, the broadcast network identification 1332, 
the program title 1334, the start and end times for a program 1336, the current 
day 1338, the current date 1340, and the current time 1342.' (column 8, lines 47- 

56) . 

• The claimed "said data including any or any combination of video, audio and/or 
auxiliary data, at least part of said data being processed by the broadcast data 
receiver generate an electronic program guide," is met by 'The transport IC 24 
receives the data stream, consisting of packets of data, from the error correcting 
circuit 23 and directs portions of the data stream to the appropriate circuit for 
processing. The data stream sent from the satellite, includes video data in the 
format specified by the Motion Pictures Expert Group standard (MPEG), MPEG 
audio data and electronic programming guide (EPG) data,' (column 4, lines 41- 

57) . 

• The claimed "said electronic program guide containing information relating to a 
range of programs available for viewing at that instant or in the future and 
displaying said electronic program guide on the display screen, wherein a facility 
allowing a user to select to view from the electronic program guide, for a pre- 
determined period of time, a visual display of each, or a predetermined selection, 
of the programs available for viewing at that instant or for a particular time period 
in the future" is met by 'As noted above, EPG data includes guide data, channel 
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data and program data which are stored in the Data Buffer (RAM) of the IRD (as 
shown in FIG. 3). When a viewer selects a channel, the CPU of the system 
determines the packet containing the channel information and extracts the 
transponder number from the channel information' (column 6, lines 36-3). In 
addition, object 4A in figure 2 (meets claimed "displaying said electronic program 
guide on the display screen" and "wherein a facility allowing a user to select to 
view from the electronic program guide"). Furthermore, TIG. 13 illustrates one 
embodiment of a display of an electronic program guide 1301 with the program 
broadcast 1310 on a screen 1320. The electronic program guide 1301 includes 
the broadcast channel number 1330, the broadcast network identification 1332, 
the program title 1334, the start and end times for a program 1336, the current 
day 1338, the current date 1340, and the current time 1342' (column 8, lines 47- 
56). Also, "in any television system a user can channel surf by skipping from 
channel to channel in sequence using the channel "up" or "down" buttons" 
(column 1 , lines 52-64). 
As to claim 2, 

• The claimed "programs viewed using the facility are shown in sequence, each for 
said pre-determined period of time" is met by "Moreover, in any television system 
a user can channel surf by skipping from channel to channel in sequence using 
the channel "up" or "down" buttons" (column 1, lines 52-64), wherein the user 
may 'pre-determine the period of time' with respect to the frequency of channel 
changing. 
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As to claim 3, 

• The claimed "said pre-determined period of time for which each program can be 
viewed is determined by the broadcaster is met by figure 6, which shows the start 
time and time length of a program, or 'the programs to be transmitted on a 
channel during a predetermined time frame 1 (column 6, lines 1 1-27). 

As to claim 4, 

• The claimed "said pre-determined period of time for which each program can be 
viewed is determined by the user" is met as discussed in claim 2. 

As to claim 5, 

• The claimed "programs available for viewing using the facility are a number of 
Programs pre-selected in relation to any user and/or user defined groupings" is met by 
"Moreover, the multiple channel broadcasting system allows the user to designate 
certain programs as favorite programs. Consequently, the multiple channel 
broadcasting system of one embodiment of the present invention displays icons that 
provide the user with the status of the programs while viewing the electronic program 
guide" (column 14, lines 13-28). Also, 'the selected category 2106 is displayed along 
with the electronic subcategory guide 2102 and the electronic program guide 2104. The 
electronic subcategory guide 2102 includes a number of subcategories 2108. The 
broadcast system identifies programs on channels that correspond to each subcategory 
contained in the electronic subcategory guide 2102' (column 13, lines 55-67). 

As to claim 6, 
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• The claimed "programs being shown via the facility are based on the user's * 
favorite channel and/or program list is met by as discussed in claim 5. 

As to claim 7, 

• The claimed "programs available for viewing using the facility are a number of 
programs identified on the basis of user defined subject matter input into the 
system is met by "If the user, typically using the broadcast system remote 
control, selects one of the categories from the electronic category guide, then the 
display of the electronic category guide is replaced with a display of an electronic 
subcategory guide. FIG. 21 illustrates the display of an electronic subcategory 
guide 2102 with an electronic program guide 2104 in one embodiment of the 
present invention. The selected category 2106 is displayed along with the 
electronic subcategory guide 2102 and the electronic program guide 2104. The 
electronic subcategory guide 2102 includes a number of subcategories 2108. 
The broadcast system identifies programs on channels that correspond to each 
subcategory contained in the electronic subcategory guide 2102. The programs 
that correspond to the particular categories of the electronic subcategory guide 
2102 are indicated or highlighted on the electronic program guide. The status of 
the system pointer is shown and changed as the pointer is moved about the 
display" (column 13, lines 55-67). 

As to claim 8, 



Application/Control Number: 09/921 ,849 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2614 

• The claimed "user is able to select a particular program for watching 
subsequently at the time of the visual display for that program being shown is 
met by [1420, 1422, and 1422], Figure 14. 

As to claim 9, 

• The claimed "user is able to select a particular program for watching 
subsequently after the display of all the programs is met by "Because the number 
of television broadcasting stations accessible today includes hundreds of 
stations, many viewers channel surf until they find a channel that has a desirable 
program. Channel surfing refers to the process of using the channel plus or 
minus key to sequentially view each channel. While some viewers find channel 
surfing among hundreds of stations enjoyable, some viewers prefer a more direct 
method of program selection. For this reason, an embodiment of the system of 
the present invention uses two modes, a non-channel surfing mode and a 
channel surfing mode, from which a user may select channels to view" (column 

1 1 , lines 34-44). 
As to claim 10, 

• The claimed "textual message is generated on screen for each program being 
shown via the facility to inform the user of details relating to each of the said 
programs is met by 1302 in figure 13. 

As to claim 1 1 , 

• The claimed "selections made from the group consisting of selection of the 
facility, selection of the subject matter to which the programs shown via the 
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facility relate" is met by 'the user typically uses the broadcast system remote 
control" (column 13, lines 55-67) and "a user may select an electronic category 
guide for display using the buttons on the remote control" (column 9, lines 39-62). 

• The claimed "selection of the pre-determined period of time for which the 
programs are shown for and/or selection of a particular program to subsequently 
be viewed, are achieved via a remote control device used in conjunction with the 
broadcast data receiver" is met by is met by FIG. 4 which shows a representation 
of a remote control utilized to tune television stations, and as addressed in claims 
3 and 4. 

As to claim 12, 

• The claimed "being connected to or integrally formed with a display screen and 
receiving data from a broadcaster at a remote location" is met as shown in figure 
2. 

• The claimed "said data including any or any combination of video, audio and/or 
auxiliary data, at least part of said data being processed by the broadcast data 
receiver to generate an electronic program guide containing information relating 
to a range of programs for viewing at that instant or in the future and displaying 
said electronic program guide on the display screen, wherein said broadcast data 
receiver is provided with a facility allowing a user to select to view from the 
electronic program guide, for a pre-determined period of time, a visual display for 
each, or a pre-determined selection, of the programs available for viewing for a 
particular time period" is met as discussed in claim 1 . 
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As to claim 13, 

• The claimed "being generated by a broadcast data receiver for display on a 
display screen "said electronic program guide containing information relating to a 
range of programs for viewing at that instant or in the future wherein a facility is 
provided by the broadcast data receiver for selection by a user using the 
electronic program guide allowing the user to select to view, for a pre-determined 
period of time, a visual display for each, or a pre-determined selection, of the 
programs available for viewing for a particular time period" is met as discussed in 
claim 1 . 

As to claim 14, 

• The claimed "A method of reviewing a number of programs identified an 
electronic program guide, said electronic program guide being generated from a 
broadcast data receiver for display on a display screen, said electronic program 
guide containing information relating to a range of programs for viewing at that 
instant or in the future, said method including the steps of a user selecting to 
view, for a pre-determined period of time, all or a pre-determined selection, of 
programs available for viewing at that instant or for a particular time period in the 
future, and said broadcast data receiver generating visual displays for each of 
said programs in sequence for said pre-determined time periods is met by as 
discussed in claim 1 . 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



SC 



,/^JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




